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Sheep and goats grazing in the alleys of a poplar grove in the
area of Vega de Granada.

Interaction between
Forestry and
Livestock Production

The recovery of forestry practices in the area of the Vega de
Granada allows to improve poplar production systems for timber,
while at the same time providing a valuable resource for livestock
farming.
This management, based on a multifunctional approach, uses
forest and livestock resources in a balanced way, thus maximising
social, environmental and economic benefits.
Logging operators do not have herds that can carry out this
clearing and green cover management service. This is why a
livestock farmer is used as his/her activity is based on providing this
service of bushes and forest remains control and pasture use. 
The keys to this management are: the adaptation of the animals
to this type of grazing, their training, the length of time the animals
stay in each plot and the stocking rate. Regarding the type of
animals, a mixed flock of 300 sheep for meat and 400 goats for
milk, both of mixed breed, has been used. This mix of animals is of
great interest, not only because of the diversification of the
economic activity associated with it, but also because of the
grazing behaviour of the animals.
The farmer in this study grazes an area of 200 ha of poplar groves
belonging to two different owners. The management of the
animals in the poplar grove minimises possible damage to the
trees, one of the keys being the continuous movement of the
animals, avoiding excessive consumption of lignified materials and
the continuous availability of grass on the ground, which ensures
that the animals are not interested in the bark of the trees.
Most of the herd's feed comes from the green cover under
poplars, which is essential to the farm's economy. The entire herd is
grazed all year round, thus minimising feed costs. Although it does
not receive any remuneration for the management of the poplar
green cover, it does not incur any costs either, allowing the system
to be profitable.
The integration of forestry and livestock in general terms generates
multiple environmental, economic and social benefits, soil
conservation and improvement of pasture quality, which have led
to an increase in the biodiversity of the poplar groves themselves.
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