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Both forests and grasslands provide the necessary pasture,
supporting biodiversity and wildlife. The sustainable management
of these ecosystems, as well as pastures, offers numerous benefits,
enhancing the livestock productivity of livestock, while
contributing to biodiversity and soil protection. Soil quality
indicators, such as soil organic matter, pH, texture, moisture,
biodiversity, etc., provide useful information on the condition of
forest soils and the effectiveness of management practices in
pastures. Pasture management aims to maintain and improve soil
quality, especially at a fime when factors such as climate change,
desertification and other pressures may accelerate the process of
soil degradation.

For example, an innovative grazing practice applied in the
mountainous areas of Evritania in Greece is the combined grazing
and coexistence of different livestock species, such as sheep,
goats, cattle, horses in the same pastures (by rotation).

This practice enhances the more efficient use of vegetation, since
each species has different dietary preferences, ensuring the most
efficient use of biomass. At the same time, the dispersion of
organic matter over the whole surface of the pasture, through the
faeces, helps to improve soil ferfility. Furthermore, it reduces the
presence of weeds, balances the pressure on the pasture,
reduces soil compaction at specific points and minimises the risk
of soil erosion and degradation. Simultaneously, the economic
benefits are multiple, enabling farmers to use products from
different types of livestock, such as meat, milk, wool and hides,
while reducing the cost of soil restoration.

In conclusion, key indicators of soil health can contribute to the
formulation of sustainable grazing plans. Pasture management
can contribute to the long-term health of both pastures and forest
ecosystems by promoting a balance between productive
agricultural use and environmental conservation.

****** Funded by
A the European Union

* %


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz6NB3v0a1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz6NB3v0a1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mz6NB3v0a1E

